
Welcome to Glissman Conservation Area 
Located in the heart of the Raccoon River 
greenbelt, this 62 acre park and lodge 
were donated to the Dallas County 
Conservation Board in 1991 by Hans 
Glissman. The park includes about 52 acres 
of oak and hickory timber, a 7.5 acre pond, 
about 2.5 acres of grassland and forest 
edge and a 3 bedroom rentable lodge. 

 

Access is restricted to walk-ins, except 
during events or if you rent the lodge. 
Activities at Glissman include hiking, 
fishing (a license is required), and wildlife 
watching.   
 

 
 
Please respect private property and stay within park boundaries. Call 515.465.3577 to reserve lodge. 
 

Other things to do in the area - 
 

Less than 1 mile to the west of Glissman Conservation Area as the crow flies is Pleasant Valley. This Iowa DNR 
wildlife management area has 140 acres of timber. It includes a parking area, access to the South Raccoon 
River and seasonally appropriate hunting of squirrel, turkey and deer. To get there, turn left at the entrance to 
Glissman. Follow Panther Creek Road north, turning west at the bend. Stay on this road (315th St.) for around 1 
mile to Indian Trail. Turn left (south) and follow Indian Trail about 1 mile to its end in Pleasant Valley. 
 

Across the river from Pleasant Valley is the Kuehn Conservation Area. Covering over 800 acres, it is the largest 
tract of land managed by the Dallas County Conservation Board.  It features an education building, primitive 
camping areas, hiking trails through forest, prairie and along creeks, and hunting in marked areas. To get 
there, turn left at the entrance to Glissman. Follow Panther Creek Road north, turning left (west) at the bend 
and then right about .5 miles later. Follow Panther Creek road north until it intersects with Highway 6. Turn 

left (west). Look for brown arrowhead signs to direct you to the Kuehn Conservation Area.  
           If you are interested in an easy 3 mile canoe/kayak float on the Raccoon River, put in at the 
carry down access at Pleasant Valley. You’ll float past Glissman Conservation Area on your way to 
the carry down pull out at the Earlham Bridge (L Ave.). 
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Possible sightings 
Shagbark Hickory           Oak (many varieties) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                Spring Wildflowers 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       Hepatica 

 
 
  

         

Spring Beauty    Dutchman’s Breeches  Bloodroot    Trillium 
       

Fish 

              Redeared sunfish    Crappie   
                      Channel Catfish   
 
   

     Bluegill Largemouth bass 

    
In addition to cardinals, robins, sparrows, wrens, and bluejays, look 
for wild turkey, indigo buntings, northern orioles, belted kingfishers,  
rose-breasted grosbeaks and perhaps even a pileated woodpecker! 


 pileated woodpecker          Birds                                belted kingfisher 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=hickory+tree&hl=en&biw=1092&bih=815&tbm=isch&tbnid=45dKQJIo9iTM2M:&imgrefurl=http://www.treepicturesonline.com/hickory_tree_pictures2.html&docid=zo82DxjefeycsM&imgurl=http://www.treepicturesonline.com/shagbark-hickory-2.jpg&w=600&h=800&ei=GIFAUYqaIom6yAHXmYGYDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=2&vpy=131&dur=2710&hovh=259&hovw=194&tx=96&ty=130&page=1&tbnh=145&tbnw=118&start=0&ndsp=30&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:145
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=hickory+tree&hl=en&biw=1092&bih=815&tbm=isch&tbnid=tGULAMU5IRpaRM:&imgrefurl=http://thesquirrelnutwork.wordpress.com/tag/mockernut-hickory/&docid=_O2t8CjHz7y3ZM&imgurl=http://thesquirrelnutwork.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/img_1099.jpg&w=2592&h=1944&ei=GIFAUYqaIom6yAHXmYGYDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=679&vpy=242&dur=17724&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=183&ty=115&page=2&tbnh=142&tbnw=172&start=30&ndsp=37&ved=1t:429,r:43,s:0,i:279
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=hickory+tree&hl=en&biw=1092&bih=815&tbm=isch&tbnid=I5MGYEU4adsIEM:&imgrefurl=http://www.cirrusimage.com/tree_bitternut_hickory.htm&docid=TKMtPkAqqWeJ0M&imgurl=http://www.cirrusimage.com/Trees/bitternut_hickory_3.jpg&w=600&h=800&ei=GIFAUYqaIom6yAHXmYGYDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=156&page=2&tbnh=137&tbnw=104&start=30&ndsp=37&ved=1t:429,r:31,s:0,i:243&tx=49&ty=84
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=oak+tree&hl=en&biw=1092&bih=815&tbm=isch&tbnid=wVKBEbfP-qMMLM:&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_4846836_oak-tree.html&docid=qupNDeeg8GXxIM&imgurl=http://us.123rf.com/400wm/400/400/rts/rts0905/rts090500018/4846836-oak-tree.jpg&w=1200&h=900&ei=5oBAUc3IMeS-yQGbgIGADg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=687&vpy=375&dur=2855&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=124&ty=119&page=2&tbnh=140&tbnw=168&start=22&ndsp=35&ved=1t:429,r:26,s:0,i:241
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=oak+tree+bark&start=151&hl=en&biw=1092&bih=815&tbm=isch&tbnid=pkUX8SSJptgy5M:&imgrefurl=http://www.earlyforest.com/2008/08/daily-photo-bur-oak-bark.html&docid=xtewy0vMm9anBM&imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_UdIftRLT2AY/SJyQ891z7mI/AAAAAAAAATE/4xiy1venJCI/s400/080808BurOakBark.jpg&w=400&h=301&ei=A4JAUeqXMo6MyAHKpoDICQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=301&vpy=219&dur=3355&hovh=195&hovw=259&tx=172&ty=132&page=6&tbnh=126&tbnw=168&ndsp=39&ved=1t:429,r:86,s:100,i:262
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=oak+tree+leaves+and+acorn&hl=en&biw=1092&bih=815&tbm=isch&tbnid=qBHQM1blwUPuhM:&imgrefurl=http://www.colourbox.com/image/three-acorns-and-oak-leaves-over-white-image-2307667&docid=TXsEhIy8hVNBEM&imgurl=http://www.colourbox.com/preview/2307667-765550-three-acorns-and-oak-leaves-over-white.jpg&w=480&h=320&ei=SIJAUdCTLKW8yAHG8oHQBg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=187&page=4&tbnh=129&tbnw=241&start=89&ndsp=34&ved=1t:429,r:99,s:0,i:381&tx=84&ty=36
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=woodland+wildflowers&hl=en&biw=1092&bih=815&tbm=isch&tbnid=hCixK5F1pmEDFM:&imgrefurl=http://filmmakingnaturally.com/tips-on-how-to-film-woodland-wildflowers/&docid=hc0651UxSUeiXM&imgurl=http://filmmakingnaturally.com/wp-content/themes/striking/cache/images/1449_woodland_featured1-628x250.jpg&w=628&h=250&ei=YYNAUaitDYPAyAG7sYDIDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=133&vpy=198&dur=734&hovh=141&hovw=356&tx=177&ty=89&page=2&tbnh=120&tbnw=240&start=28&ndsp=33&ved=1t:429,r:35,s:0,i:189
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=woodland+wildflowers&hl=en&biw=1092&bih=815&tbm=isch&tbnid=5M24Q6rZeQyOWM:&imgrefurl=http://northbranchnaturecenter.blogspot.com/2011/04/woodland-wildflowers.html&docid=Y8WrNrR1XI0hCM&itg=1&imgurl=http://farm6.static.flickr.com/5146/5651506484_a51d53f36e.jpg&w=333&h=500&ei=YYNAUaitDYPAyAG7sYDIDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=2&vpy=231&dur=109&hovh=275&hovw=183&tx=74&ty=152&page=3&tbnh=142&tbnw=93&start=61&ndsp=30&ved=1t:429,r:67,s:0,i:285
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=woodland+wildflowers&hl=en&biw=1092&bih=815&tbm=isch&tbnid=dK9YeuTL8gs7FM:&imgrefurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/coachglick/4644147100/&docid=ouWw-bQrbr7JiM&itg=1&imgurl=http://farm5.staticflickr.com/4017/4644147100_e362db789c_z.jpg&w=640&h=480&ei=YYNAUaitDYPAyAG7sYDIDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=786&vpy=211&dur=5466&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=97&ty=132&page=4&tbnh=142&tbnw=183&start=91&ndsp=29&ved=1t:429,r:96,s:0,i:372
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=woodland+wildflowers&start=91&hl=en&biw=1092&bih=815&tbm=isch&tbnid=IZxeMU_5gNSxgM:&imgrefurl=http://justtwofarmkids.com/tag/woodland-wildflowers/&docid=YchfJJxLTt7teM&imgurl=http://justtwofarmkids.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/dsc_0019.jpg&w=3008&h=2000&ei=a4RAUfzkHsK6yAHhh4CYDA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=702&vpy=243&dur=7278&hovh=183&hovw=275&tx=101&ty=108&page=4&tbnh=134&tbnw=195&ndsp=29&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:100,i:7
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=pileated+woodpecker&um=1&sa=N&hl=en&biw=1092&bih=815&tbm=isch&tbnid=sv5dBX9aPCCtgM:&imgrefurl=http://www.lies.com/wp/2005/04/28/ivory-billed-woodpecker-found-in-arkansas/&docid=xBCC8cO7gHgEIM&imgurl=http://www.lies.com/wp/images/pileated.jpg&w=273&h=408&ei=hiRoUcLLLcHhygHbz4G4CA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=796&vpy=261&dur=1312&hovh=275&hovw=184&tx=92&ty=195&page=1&tbnh=145&tbnw=95&start=0&ndsp=31&ved=1t:429,r:13,s:0,i:189

